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Research Progress and Trend of Online Continuing Education Abroad in
Recent 20 Years Based on a Visualization Analysis of Citespace
LIU Zhen'* CHEN Dong'

(1. School of Marxism , Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084 ;
2. School of Continuing Education , Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084 )

Abstract: As a key part of lifelong education system, continuing education is an important way to
improve the national quality of science, technology and culture, employment, entrepreneurship and in-
novation. China promotes informationalization of continuing education to enhance its quality. Howev-
er, both practice and research of the online continuing education in China are underdeveloped. It is nec-
essary to learn from international advanced experience. Using the bibliometric analysis tool, the
Citespace, in combination with critical review, this paper conducts a time-space knowledge map analy-
sis, a co-citation analysis and a co-terms analysis and identifies two phases and five themes in the litera-
ture. The paper concludes with a review of major research findings and methodologies and provides sug-
gestions for future research.

Key words: online continuing education; study abroad; Citespace; visualization analysis



